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Abstract: The article shows how distance learninginfluences the
development of legal competence in junior bachelors (those
awarded certificates of complete general secondary education). The
article aims toconsider the postmodern tendencies when developing
legal competenceand how they can be practically usedin Ukraine.
Also, it is crucial to model and experimentally verify the
effectiveness of distance learning in developing legal competence in
junior bachelors. To this end, research methods include theoretical
and practical ones with some elements of an experiment (a two-year
(two academic semesters) pilot experiment involving first-year
junior bachelors (a short cycle) from Izmail State University for the
Humanities). The results from the validation of a research-based
approach have statisticallyconfirmedits effectiveness in terms of
junior bachelors” levels of legal competence developed during
distance learning. This allows one to conclude about a positive
influence of pedagogical resources of distance learning on the
development of legal competence in junior bachelors. The obtained
findings can be of interest to both research and teaching staff from
higher education institutions. The international relevance of the
article lies in the possibility of using these findings to resolve
postmodern contradictions of legal education in developing
countries, as well as in identifying the needs and readiness of law
students in uncertain multimodal social conditions.
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Introduction

Ukraine, as an equal participant in the Bologna Process, has
embarked on the path of global reform on higher education. It makes it
possible to raise the status of Ukrainian diplomas in the European labour
market. In this regard, it is essential to encourage the leading higher
education institutions (here in after “HEIs”) to use bothclassical teaching
methods and the latest Internet technologies to achieve success in this area.

In Ukraine today, there are three forms of education: full-time, part-
time, distance. Being viewed as supplementary, distance learning became
relevant only in 2019 after the COVID-19 pandemic outburst.

Ukrainian scholars have theoretically justified the advantages and
disadvantages of distance learning. They assume that such learning can exist
only within the framework of classical (lecture/seminar) full-time education.
As noted by Vasyuk (2011), distance education is an open learning system
that involves active communication between the student and the teacher
viathe latest technologies and multimedia. It ensures interactive online
communication between participants in the educational process and allows
them to gain the necessary knowledge and skills by using certain information
technologies. Besides, Vasyuk (2011) defines distance education as a new
way of learning about information and communication technologies and
applying them effectively in practice, without direct contact between the
student and the teacher (p. 30).

A detailed analysis of relevant scientific-methodical sources shows
the greater interest of researchers in higher education in the conditions of
distance learning. Owing to the COVID-19pandemic, the labour market
today requires competitive specialists whose personal and professional
growth is mostly associated with higher education. It is indeedcrucial to
promote distance education, which is why Ukraine has been taking strategic
measures to improve the system of quality assurance in higher education.
This particular issue became especially urgent between March 2020 and
January 2021, after switching to distance learning. Students, research and
teaching staff were forced to adapt to new educational conditions. The
newly created platforms of distance education enabled a complex but
fundamentally important learning process aimed at developing key
competences, including legal competence. At the same time, it is still vital to
describe the learning process under the quarantine restrictions and define
how effective distance education is in general.
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It must be noted, however, that the ideas of distance learning have
“long roots” in Western Europe. In the early 1970s, there were numerous
studies on distance education (Holmberg, 1995; Peters, 1993; Wedemeyer,
1971). Wedemeyer (1971), a great supporter of student freedom of choice in
learning, convincingly argued for the benefits of independent and distance
learning (p. 548). Peters (1993) considered self-education and television-
basedlearning as autonomous approaches to the learning process (p. 39).
Holmberg (1995), who postulated a theory of “guided didactic
conversation”, viewed distance education as a necessary complement to
basic learning (p. 4). The purpose of Holmberg’s theory (1995) is to support
individual learning.

Kemery (2000) describes the development of online collaboration.
He claims that “students learn more effectively if they become partners in a
cooperative learning environment, but they need the skills to do so”
(Kemery, 2000). The researcher provides specific examples and
recommendations for“decreasing transactional distance and increasing on-
line collaboration” (Kemery, 2000, p. 227). Still, most scientific
achievements in this area are rather descriptive and highlight the need to
further develop fundamental principles of distance education.

Research relevance. Despite many studies on different aspects of the
problem in question, opinions differ over the best approach to developing
legal competence in junior bachelors in the conditions of distance learning.
In Ukraine, higher education standards establish requirements for junior
bachelor’s degree programmes. Demands from society for high-quality legal
education highlight the importance of acquiring legal competence by
graduates (Andreeva & Galaguzova, 2020). It is a question of knowledge and
skills that young specialists must have to perform professional duties.
Unfortunately, in Ukraine, there are no possibilities for future lawyers or
humanities specialists (who might also require legal competence) to obtain
distance education or engage in self-study. These forms of learning are
implemented rather partially due to the quarantine restrictions. Therefore,
the problem of developing legal competence in junior bachelors during
distance education is indeed relevant.

The article aims to a) analyze the tendencies, problems and
challenges of legal education in the postmodern era and b) find out whether
students are ready to acquire legal competence through distance learning
under appropriate criteria and with the use of interactive games and social
techniques that best meet the postmodern tendencies in education. To this
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end, the authors of the article have applied theoretical (modelling-related)
and experimental methods.

Researchmethods.The followingresearch methodshave been used to
deepen scientific views on the development of legal competence in junior
bachelors and the pedagogical potential of distance learning:

* structural-functional methods

* to analyze the main theoretical principles of the problem in
question in scientific-pedagogical sources; historical-logical methods

* to review classical pedagogical workstobetter understand the
problem in question in a theoretical context; experimental methods

* to identify the levels of junior bachelorsllegal competence
developed  during distance learning  (pedagogical  observations,
questionnaires, interviews, tests, surveys, an expert assessment);

* abstract-logical methods

e to theoretically generalize the obtained results and formulate
conclusions.

The research was conducted at Izmail State University for
Humanities in 2020. It involved 65 junior bachelors of law (the length of
study is 1 year 10 months). The age of respondents was between 18 and 20,
regardless of gender. Each respondentprovidedvoluntary written consent to
participate in the experiment and tothe use of the obtained results for
scientific purposes.The data was collected through continuous sampling (by
identifying the specified readiness and its dynamics in law students from
Izmail State University for the Humanities). First of allitwas importantto
understand the attitude of students towards distance education andfind out
their motivation towards the law coursewhich forms the basis for legal
competence and promotes self-education.

Research ethics approval was obtained from the Ethics and
Protection of Students’ Rights Committee at Izmail State University for the
Humanities.

Education, Law and Legal Education in the Context of the Challenges
of Postmodernism

Ukraine, as the country which gained independence from the
totalitarian system only in the late 20th century, now depends "decisively" on
postmodern tendencies. They have not yet exhausted their potential for
creativity, deconstruction of social values and neoliberalism. Thus, it is
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essential to summarize the problems of legal education in the postmodern
context.

Kuznetsov (2011) clarifies the concept of key competences.
Analyzing the concept of legal competence, Spaak (2009) concludes that“in
everyday language the term “competence” can mean proficiency or
authority”. It follows that “a person can be a competent decision maker in
the sense that as a rule he makes good and right decisions, but he can also be
competent in the sense that he has the authority to make certain kinds of
decision" (p. 67). Accordingly, a person of the postmodern era can replace
institutions, take corporate responsibility and make personal professional
decisions based on the situation (Nerubasska et al., 2020; Nerubasska &
Maksymchuk, 2020).

Shobonova et al. (2020) theoretically justify the concept of legal
capacity and define it as one’s willingness to effectively use legislative and
other documents (currently in force) to solve professional problems (p. 752).
Indeed, "currently" is the keyword. It follows that law as a form of public
consciousness and as an educational sphere should be reconsidered in view
of neoliberal values and social patterns of postmodernism.

In this context, the greatest danger for legal provisions and
institutions lies in their deconstructive criticism outside of established
norms. This phenomenon has also affected legal education. “A knowing
society” is gradually being replaced with “a learning society”. Especially in
the area of the humanities, distance learning is adopting the concepts of
lifelong learning and continuing education (Wain, 2000). Another danger for
legal education and practice is the contextualization and performativity of
knowledge and values related tohumanities.It contradicts the legal spherethat
adheres to centuries-old traditions and is unready to become situational and
unprincipled. Wain (2000) believes it necessary to create “a counter-utopia
or counter-discourse to it which replaces performativity with justice”.

Johnston (1997) analyzes the social, economic, technical and
pedagogical environment from which postmodern distance learning
originated. He concludes that “distance learning is not solely a mode of
delivery but carries implicit messages on the role of education as a
preparation for postmodern society” (Johnston, 1997). This can be
explained by the fact that the postmodern society itself is characterized by
multimodal communication (including remote one). Such communication
(educational, legal, economic, social) generates current problems and
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simultaneously solves them in the context of efficiency, situationality,
pragmatic specifics.

Also, a postmodern society should be able to define the social status
of law, its limits, deconstructive criticism. Litowitz (1997) admits that there
is a postmodern legal crisis. The latter lies in the critical opposition of legal
positivism and natural law, universal laws of the world and regional
traditions. Most importantly, Litowitz’s research (1997) “bridges the gap
between Anglo-American jurisprudence and postmodern theory by
discussing not only traditional approaches such as natural law theory and
legal positivism but also continental philosophy and critical legal studies”. It
proves that the issue of law in a postmodern society exceeds jurisprudence
and becomes the focus of deconstruction and current discourse.

Postmodernism questions ontological, epistemological and ethical
conventions, which leads to the pluralism of ideas, educational, social, and
legal practices and the choice of courses in HEIs. Tesar et al. (2021) claim
that the period of postmodernism “opposes the ideas that it is possible to
rationalize life through narrow, singular disciplinary thinking or through the
establishment of a universal truth and grand narratives that strive for the
value-neutral homogeneity”. Thus, the multiplicity, alternativeness and
openness of social practices and values put education and law in an almost
hopeless position since it is difficult to imagine these areas without clearly
regulated, predictable and even directive provisions and results of practice.

Promoting  “otherness”,  marginalized values, spontaneous
(performative) social and personal practices and relational ethics,
postmodernismdoes not allow legal education and practice to achieve
universal truths, goals, results and standards. It is expected that the post-
epoch will help to resolve these issues in the framework of “post-truth”,
“post-digitalization” and “post-history”.

Current studies on distance learning in postmodern conditions show
that methodical and psychological problems can be found in the
liberalization - innovation - personal motivation” triangle. It is especially true
about educational environments in developing countries. One can observe
how students (pupils) situationally form the educational process.
Interestingly, communication with the teacher is neither the main source of
knowledge nor a motivational resource. At the same time, students tend to
show greater interest in mobile technologies, e-learning and blended learning
(Stezhko et al., 2021). In its traditional sense, distance learning is already
perceived as an atavism. A methodological solution for developing countries
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is the interaction between mobile-based distance and traditional classroom
learning. Instant access, informatization and self-management become the
priorities of such training for students.

Relevant Components and Criteria in Developing Legal Competence
in Junior Bachelors in Ukraine

The authors of the article realize that future lawyers cannot benefit
fully from distance learning, given that Ukraine’s education system is at a
transitional stage of its development. Currently, distance education
demonstrates its advantages over other forms of learning, even though it can
never replace traditional education. These advantages are as follows: learning
individualization; flexibility; monitoring of learning progress using modular
technologies, effective testing. The key components of distance learning
include an online learning environment (platform and services, such as
GOOGLE CLASSROOM, PROMETHEUS, ED-ERA, iLEARN) with the
necessary means of communication, a database of educational materials
(lectures, video and audio), assessment tools (practical tasks, testing, forums,
web-quests, scribing), participants and technical specialists (computer
engineers, administrators).

Legal competence of specialists in psychology or pedagogy is only
one of the forms of professional competence. Professional competence of
junior bachelors is seen as a complex element in the structure of a specialist’s
personality, as well as a system-forming factor of legal competence.
Professional activitiesrelying on legal experience and competencecan be
presented in the form of new ideas, laws, concepts, principles, models of
psycho-pedagogical technologies (Pavlyutenkov, 1980, p. 69). To develop
legal competence of junior bachelors, it is essential to apply various
technologiesrelated to the specifics of their training and continue enhancing
their professional qualification. The creative and independent use of the
acquired knowledge and skills will help law students to improve their
employment prospects and competitiveness in the labour market
(Ilyashenko et al., 2019a; 2019b, p. 303).

Interpreting legal competenceof junior bachelors implies clarifying its
essential features. Ibragimova & Bakulina (2019) consider competence in the
context ofone’s activities. Being legally competent, one can effectively
achieve goals, show mobility, determination and critical thinking
(Ibragimova & Bakulina, 2019, p. 997). Molchanova (2008) defines legal
competence as “a systemic-personal quality which reflects one’s theoretical
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and applied training and willingness to carry out professional activities in the
legal field;one’s ability to solve socio-pedagogical problems under
regulations”(p. 752). Kuznetsov (2011) claims thatlegal competence is a set
of social and legal knowledge, skills and motivation towards socially
significant activities that allow specialists to plan and carry out professional
activities, aimed at one’s physical and personal development based on the
principles of humanism, freedom and democracy within the legal field
(p.2).Kruchinin & Kruchinin (2014) state that legal competence is a holistic,
systematic set of skills that allow future specialiststo engage in typical legal
activities and solve problematic situations purposefully, successfully and
quite effectively (p. 107). Importantly, legal competence cannot be
developed without “legal education”, “legal culture”, “legal consciousness”.
According to Chua & Engel (2019), “legal consciousness is a vibrant
research field attracting growing numbers of scholars worldwide”.
Galushchak (2019) believesthat legal competence covers not only some
detached elements of legal knowledge, skills and qualities but systemic
(theoretical, practical and personal) components.

Nikonova (2020) defines the following criteria for developing socio-
legal competence:  cognitive, motivational-axiological, = behavioural.
Concerning social competence, Novikov & Novikov (2010) suggest political,
socio-economic, personal, multicultural, informational-instrumentalcriteria
(p-280). As noted by Pugach (2019), the criteria for developing legal
competence include cognitive, targeted, practical, personal, result-oriented
(p-131). Galushchak (2019) identifies the criteria for developing legal
competence in future economists, such asaxiological, knowledge- andresult-
oriented, reflective.

Thus, a theoretical analysis of relevant scientific works has made it
possible to single outthe following structural components of levels of junior
bachelors’legal competence: cognitive, motivational, activity-related,
reflectional, informational-logical. Below are the criteria thatshow the levels
of certain structural components of legal competence: cognitive, targeted,
practical, personal, result-oriented (see Table 1). Each criterion has been
analyzed at three levels (high, average, low).

360



Revista Romaneasci pentru December 2022
Educatie Multidimensionald Volume 14, Issue 4

Table 1. Structural Components and Criteria of Junior Bachelors’ Legal Competence

Structural components of Criteria of legal
legal competence competence
Developing legal cognitive cognitive
competence in junior motivational targeted
bachelors activity-related practical
reflectional personal
informational-logical result-oriented

Source: Author's own conception

The cognitive criterion shows the level of the cognitive component
of junior bachelors’ legal competence developed during distance learning. It
also reflects the level of their legal knowledge (legal terminology, regulations)
and literacy. This criterion has been assessed based on testing results.

The targeted criterion is associated with the level of the motivational
component. It shows students’ attitudes towards the importance of the
acquired legal knowledge, as well as their readiness to solve professional
difficulties effectively.

The practical criterion is related to the activity-related component. It
illustrates how well students can apply the acquired theoretical knowledge to
solve practical problems and professional situations, find relevant
information using information technologies. Finally, this criterion is
responsible for students’ knowledge of general and procedural law,
professional vocabulary.

The personal criterion is connected with the level of the reflectional
component. Itdemonstrates students’ self-education and self-control skills,
as well as their motivation towards continuing development.

The result-oriented criterion determines the level of the
informational-logical component. It shows whether studentscan analyze legal
documents, think critically and creatively, systematize information, predict
decisions. Students’ grades for practical and individual research tasks have
been taken into account to define this criterion.

Individual rights, legal awareness, legal activityand legal responsibility
form legally significant behaviour of future specialists within high-quality
legal education and effective legal practice (Umnyashova & Egorov, 2019, p.
144). Therefore, it is important to nurture legal culture, literacy, competence
in junior bachelors since these qualities create a system of spiritual and
material values in the legal field.
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Legal Competence of Students: A Subjective Attitude and Objective
Results

At this stage of research, it is crucial to conduct the specified
experiment and comparethe stages of developing legal competence in junior
bachelors during distance learning, establishthe difference at the beginning
and the end of the experiment, ascertain the effectiveness of distance
learning and, most importantly, find out students’ attitudes towards distance
learning. Given the essence of the research, the development of legal
competence in junior bachelors is closely linked with their professional
training, especially in the conditions of distance learning.

The experimental procedure is based on the comparisonof levels of
junior bachelors’legal competence at the beginning and the end of the
experiment, as well as on the further evaluation of the results. The
experiment consisted of several stages, logically united by a common goal.
Statistical analysis was performed to increase the reliability of the obtained
results. It was aimed at determining whether there were significant
differences in the improvement rate of legal competence levels at the
beginning and the end of the experiment.

The first stage (from March to May 2020) involved the use of
interactive teaching methods and techniques. The main teaching methods
included working in groups, solving legal situations, role-playing games and
such. Sociological methods (surveys, interviews, tests, questionnaires) were
employed to find outstudents’attitudes towards distance learning and
motivation to study law and engage in self-education. The author’s
questionnaire was used to study the motivational component and identify
the level of the first indicator of the cognitive criterion. It was important to
assess students’ understanding of how distance learning influenced the
development of legal competence. The main purpose of the
questionnairewas to find out whether junior bachelorswere ready for
distance learning

The author’s questionnaire consists of ten questions. They seek to 1)
find out whether students are interested in studying law courses remotely,
their attitudes towardsdistance learning, motivation to enhance legal
competence and exercise their profession and 2) identify problems that may
occur during online classes.

Below are the results of questionnaires, observations and discussions
organizedat the first stage of the experiment, as well as the key questions of
the author’s questionnaire.
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Are you satisfied with learning outcomes from the use of online
platforms? In particular, 78% of the respondents are completely satisfied
with learning outcomes, which proves their interest in learning. At the same
time, 12% of them are partially satisfied; 10% of them choose the “don’t
know” answer.

What elements of distance learning do you find most useful? The
results are as follows: theoretical information - 32% of the respondents;
practical tasks - 58%o; tests - 10%.

Is eye contact important to you during online lectures? Interestingly,
it is important for 72% of the respondents to see the teacher during online
lectures, turn on the camera and microphone; 17% of them believe that the
teacher should turn on only the microphone; 11% of the respondents do not
consider eye contactimportant. Most students claim that distance education
will never be able to ensure visual interaction with the teacher. Therefore,
teachers should find ways to solve this problem and establish personal
contact with students. One must admit that successful teachers promote
flexibility in terms of students’ performing tasks or tests, thus improving
student progress. It must be noted that lectures and practical classeswere
selected for observation to reveal existing problems in professional training
of junior bachelors.

What problems did you face while studying the law course? Only 6%
of the respondents faced technical and 25% methodical problems. At the
same time, 69% of the respondents did not encounter any problems at all,
whichproves students’skilful use of the software.

What are the benefits of distance learning when studying law?
Importantly, 64%of the respondents note free and fast access toeducational
materials, as well as the opportunity to use information technologies; 22% -
communication with the teacher; 14% - preparation for classes from home.
Also, students state that online learning takes them more time than full-time
study, even though it is still not enough to compensate for the time they
spend face-to-face with the teacher.

How do you assess your current level of legal competence? Only
24.5% of students consider legal competence as a necessary component of
professional competence. When solving practical tasks, 50.7% of them
experience serious difficulties, especially in terms of using legal terms, legal
documentation or assessing legal tasks.

Pavlyutenkov’s (1980) method allows one to determine 9types of
motives for developing legal competenceon a scale from 0 (no motive) to 10
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(the leading motive for choosing the legal profession). An empirical
studyfound that the cognitive motive was leading among students
(Pavlyutenkov, 1980).

In addition to the authot’s questionnaire at the first stage, it was
decided to survey the respondents within the framework of law-related
questions from the law course. The obtained results prove the following: the
knowledge about legal competence is intuitive and insignificant, while the
readiness to solve professional problems is partial.

A study of motivational and cognitive components of legal
competence shows that 34% of 65 respondents are satisfied with distance
learning. The indicators of junior bachelors’legal competence at the first
stage of the experiment are presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Levels of Junior Bachelors’ Legal Competence at the First Stage of the Experiment

Levels of junior bachelors’legal
. Absolute
competence in% of the total Percentage
amount
number
Initial 10 15%
Average 16 28%
High 39 34%
Total 65 100%

Source: Authot's own conception

The results of the first stage show mainly low levels of legal
competence. Only 6% of the respon - when mastering theoretical material;
56% - when performing practical tasks. Most respondents believe that legal
competence is a necessary component of professional training, even in the
context of distance education, which is not an obstacle to effective learning.

The second stage (from September to November 2020) involved the
use of a sociological method (a questionnaire) to assess the “end-of-the-
experiment” levels of junior bachelors’ legal competence developed during
distance learning. The following methods were applied to identify these
levels based on activity-related, reflectional and informational-logical
components: the Socratic method, case studies, debates and projects.
According to Whitton& Langan (2019), “in an increasingly neoliberal higher
education sector, there is increased pressure on institutions to enhance
learner engagement and student satisfaction”. As noted by Ibragimova &
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Bakulina (2019), the essential characteristics of interactive teaching methods
are as follows: “close cooperation of the teacher and the student, based on
dialogue interaction; high level of involvement of students in the learning
process; activity in the process of different types of educational activities;
orientation of the educational process not so much on external results, but
on internal, delayed in nature; intensification of the potential of the
educational process; the presence of feedbacks in learning; motivation of
learning not only personal, but also socio-cultural significance; the possibility
of modeling the integral content of future professional activities; increased
emotionality of students” (p. 1002). Besides, they claim that these methods
have “an independent potential for the development of legal competence of
future lawyers” (Ibragimova & Bakulina, 2019, p.997).

Therefore, this research relies on the following game-basedmethods:

The Socratic methodallows students to ask the right questionsand
anticipatethe answers, direct the dialogue andbuild its algorithmduring online
seminars. For example, the seminar onfundamental rights, freedoms and
responsibilities of people and citizensof Ukraine coverssuch issues asl) the
concept and general characteristics of the rights, freedoms and
responsibilities of people and citizens, 2) international human rights law, 3)
professional rights and responsibilities most needed in a particular region.

Case studies inthe form of short business games: first, students are
asked to master the necessary theoretical material on a particular problem
independently and, after that, study specific cases together with the teacher.
This method enables students to solve problematic situations based on
theoretical knowledge.

Debates (e.g., on human rights and responsibilities). The teacher
divides students into two groups: group 1works withhuman rights and group
2 with responsibilities. Each group needs to make an appropriate list (time
limit - 15-20 minutes). The groups take turns presenting their results to each
other. At the same time, rights and obligations can only be added to the final
list when they are accepted by the other party. Each party is entitled to reject
a right or obligation and insist on their change. The teacher guides the
discussion and includes the rights and responsibilities accepted by both
parties in the main list. Thus,debates as aninteractive form of online learning
have helped students gain the necessary legal knowledge, develop
argumentation and listening skills, learn how to ask the right questions, lead
a discussion, follow ethical rules.
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Theproject method has proved popularamong the respondents and
enabled the implementation of differentiated, creative and activity-based
approaches in online learning. In particular, the respondents haveprepared
and attempted to implement their projects. This method creates favourable
conditions for realizing responsibilities and facilitating relations between
teachers and students.In particular, theproject on the topic “Legal
Vernissage”lies in the following: participants cut out pictures from journals
and newspapersthat correspond to legal issues, stick them onto an album
page and invent names for them; next, participants act as guides andexplain
the content ofthe pictures.

As can be seen from the use of interactive methods in online
classes,57.6% of studentsshowedgreater interest in project activities since
they helped them take intellectual initiatives; 45.2% of respondents
experienced difficulties when solving situational “cases”; 42.4% of them —
when formulating questions as part of the Socratic method; 34.7% of them
were almost unable to apply knowledge in practiceduring debates. The
respondents state that the benefits of interactive methods are motivation
boost and safe learning space. The use of these methods has proved the
effectiveness of interactive methods during distance learning (see Table 3).

Table 3. Levels of Junior Bachelors® 1egal Competence at the Second Stage of the Excperiment

Levels of junior bachelors’ legal Absolute amount | Percentage
competence in% of the total number
Initial 4 23.8%
Average 17 22.5%
High 44 44.7%
Total 65 100%

Source: Authot's own conception
The results of the broad questionnaire show that the number of

students with high levels of legal competence has increased by 10.7% at the
end of the experiment (from 34% to 44.7%).
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Table 4. The Dynamics of Legal Competence Levels during the Experiment

4 50
4 40
30
20
10
0

first second
stage stage

Source: Authot's own conception

Thus, a detailed analysis of the results from the first and second
stages of the experiment has allowed one toidentify the current (existing)
levels of components of junior bachelors’legal competence in the form of
the necessary knowledge, skills and abilities.

Conclusion

A detailed analysis of comprehensive international research on
various aspects of distance education proves the versatility and ambiguity of
this pedagogical phenomenon,whose conceptual apparatus is not yet fully
standardized. The rapid development of computer technologies stimulates
the emergence of new types of distance learning, as well as new forms and
methods of distance education. Besides, one must admit the following: the
problem of legal education in the postmodern era lies in the devaluation of
traditional values, the dominance of personal and natural law, the
deconstruction of established norms.

In this regard, legal competence of junior bachelors should
beconsidered as a future specialist’sreadiness toeffectivelyuse legislative and
other documents (that are currently in force) to solve professional problems.
In this research, legal competence of junior bachelorsis understood asan
integral part of a student’s personality. In particular, it is characterized by the
unity of legal training at the theoretical level, acquisition of key legal
competencies, practical readiness and ability to perform professional duties
within the framework of current law, exercise and protect professional
rights, strive for development and improvement of legal culture.
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The findings obtained at the end of the experiment indicate high
levels of junior bachelors’ legal competence developed during distance
learning. It follows that the proposed criteria for identifying levels of such
competence prove effective. Each criterion has beenclarified; three levels
(high, average, low) of junior bachelors’legal competence have been singled
out. The experiment, conducted with students from Izmail State University
for the Humanities, has involved the use of several interactive, social
methods to measure the level of each indicator of the relevant criterion. As
can be seen from the end-of-the-experiment results, the levels of legal
competencehave increased significantly, in comparison to the initial results.It
isgame-based and simulation methods thatlead to significant levels of
informational-logical, activity-related, reflectional components of junior
bachelors’legal competence developed during distance learning.

Thus, optimaldistance education in the postmodern context is a
form of learning that uses computer and communication technologies to
ensure interactive cooperation between teachers and students at different
stages, as well astheirability to work with information networks. Distance
learning allows junior bachelors to develop legal competence without time
limits, despite thequarantine restrictions.

Acknowledgements

The authors would like to express their gratitude to students and the
administration of Izmail State University for the Humanities for their
participation in the research.

References

Andreeva, E., & Galaguzova, Ju. N. (2020). Formation of the legal competence of
high school students through club activities in the context of digitalization.
In Proceedings of the International Scientific Conference “Digitalization of Education:
History, Trends and Prospects”, 437 (pp. 147-152). Atlantis Press.
https://www.atlantis-press.com/proceedings/detp-20/125940126

Chua, L. J., & Engel, D. M. (2019). Legal consciousness reconsidered. .Annual Review
of Law and Social Science, 15, 335-353.

https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146 /annurev-lawsocsci-
101518-042717

Galushchak, 1. E. (2019). Teoriya i tekbnolobiyi formuvannya pravovoyi kompetentnosti
maybutnikh ekonomistiv v umovakh neperervnoyi universytetskoyi osvity [Theory and
technologies of developing legal competence in future economists in the
conditions of continuing university education| [Unpublished doctoral

368


https://www.atlantis-press.com/proceedings/detp-20/125940126
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-101518-042717
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/abs/10.1146/annurev-lawsocsci-101518-042717

Revista Romaneasci pentru December 2022
Educatie Multidimensionald Volume 14, Issue 4

dissertation]. South Ukrainian National Pedagogical University named after
K. D. Ushinsky. http://dspace.pdpu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/1653
Holmberg, B. (1995). Theory and practice of distance education. Routledge.

Ibragimova, E., & Bakulina, L. (2019). Interactive teaching methods at the
university as a mean of legal competence formation. ARPH.A Proceedings, 1,
1291-1303. https://ap.pensoft.net/article/22151

Ilyashenko, L. K., Gladkova, M. N., Kutepov, M. M., Vaganova, O. 1., & Smirnova,
Z.V. (2019a). Development of communicative competencies of students
in the context of blended learning. Amazonia Investiga, 8(18), 313-322.
https://amazoniainvestiga.info/index.php/amazonia/article/view/313

Ilyashenko, L. K., Markova, S. M., Mironov, A. G., Vaganova, O. L., & Smirnova,
Z.V. (2019b). Educational environment as a development resource for the

learning process. Amazonia Investiga, §(18), 303-312.
https://doi.org/10.34069/A1/2020.27.03.52

Johnston, R. (1997). Distance learning: Medium or message? Journal of Further and
Higher education, 21(1), 107-122.
https://doi.org/10.1080/0309877970210110

Kemery, E. (2000). Developing on-line collaboration. In A. Aggarwal (Ed.), Web-
based learning and teaching technologies: Opportunities and challenges (pp. 227-245).
Idea Group. https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/developing-line-
collaboration/31388

Kruchinin, M. V., & Kruchinin, G. A. (2014). Formirovaniye pravovoy
kompetentnosti studentov vuza s ispolzovaniyem metoda proyektov v
usloviyakh informatizatsii vysshego professionalnogo obrazovaniya
[Developing legal competence in students with the projectmethod as part
othigher education informatization]. [ ektor nauki Tolyattinskogo
gosudarstvennogo universiteta. Seriya: Pedagogika, psihologiya |Science Vector of
Togliatti State University. Series: Pedagogy, Psychology],7(16), 107-111.
https://journal.tltsu.ru/rus/index.php/VNSPP /article /view/2031/2030

Kuznetsov, S. A. (2011). Kriterii i pokazateli sformirovannosti sotsialno-pravovoy
kompetentnosti budushchego spetsialista po fizicheskoy kulture i sportu
[Criteria and indicators of developing socio-legal competence in future
specialists in physical culture and sports|.Pedagogiko-psikhologicheskiye i
mediko-biologicheskiye problemy fizicheskoy kultury i sporta [Pedagogical-
Psychological and Medical-Biological Problems of Physical Culture and
Sports], 7(18), 69-74. https://cvberleninka.ru/article/n/kriterii-i-
pokazateli-sformirovannosti-sotsialno-pravovoy-kompetentnosti-
buduschego-spetsialista-po-fizicheskoy-kulture-i-sportu.

Litowitz, D. E. (1997). Postmodern philosophy and law. University Press of Kansas.

Molchanova, A. V. (2008). Formirovaniye professionalno-pravovey kompetentnosti sotsialnogo
pedagoga v vuze [Developing professional-legal competence in social

369


http://dspace.pdpu.edu.ua/handle/123456789/1653
https://ap.pensoft.net/article/22151/
https://amazoniainvestiga.info/index.php/amazonia/article/view/313
https://doi.org/10.34069/AI/2020.27.03.52
https://doi.org/10.1080/0309877970210110
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/developing-line-collaboration/31388
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/developing-line-collaboration/31388
https://journal.tltsu.ru/rus/index.php/VNSPP/article/view/2031/2030
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/kriterii-i-pokazateli-sformirovannosti-sotsialno-pravovoy-kompetentnosti-buduschego-spetsialista-po-fizicheskoy-kulture-i-sportu
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/kriterii-i-pokazateli-sformirovannosti-sotsialno-pravovoy-kompetentnosti-buduschego-spetsialista-po-fizicheskoy-kulture-i-sportu
https://cyberleninka.ru/article/n/kriterii-i-pokazateli-sformirovannosti-sotsialno-pravovoy-kompetentnosti-buduschego-spetsialista-po-fizicheskoy-kulture-i-sportu

Developing Legal Competence in Junior Bachelors: Prospects of Distance Learning
Olena LITINSKA, et al.

educators in universities] [Unpublished doctoral dissertation]. The Russian
State Social University.

Nerubasska, A., & Maksymchuk, B. (2020). The demarkation of creativity, talent
and genius in humans: A systemic aspect. Postmodern Openings, 11(2), 240-
255. https://doi.org/10.18662/po/11.2/172

Nerubasska, A., Palshkov, K., & Maksymchuk, B. (2020). A systemic philosophical
analysis of the contemporary society and the human: New potential.
Postmodern Openings, 11(4), 275-292. https://doi.org/10.18662/po/11.4/235

Nikonova, N. (2020). Essential characteristics of social and legal competence of
future engineers at technical university. Journal of Critical Reviews, 7(1), 356-
360. http://www.jcreview.com/fulltext/197-1580285670.pdf

Novikov, A. M., & Novikov, D. A. (2010). Metodologiya nanchnogo issledovaniya
[Research methodology]. Librokom.

http://www.methodolog.ru/books/mni.pdf

Pavlyutenkov, E. M. (1980). Formirovaniye motivov vybora professii [Shaping motives for
choosing a profession]. Soviet School.
https://search.rsl.ru/ru/record /01001021587

Peters, O. (1993). Distance education in a postindustrial society. In D. Keegan
(Ed.), Theoretical principles of distance education (pp. 39-58). Routledge.

Pugach, S. (2019). Zmist i struktura pravovoyi kompetentsiyi maybutnikh
ckonomistiv [The contents and structure offuture economists’legal
competence]. Naukovi zapysky V' DPU imeni Mykbhayla Kotsynbynskoho. Seriya:
pedahobika i psykholohiya [Scientific Notes of Vinnytsia Mykhailo
KotsiubynskyiState Pedagogical University. Series: Pedagogy and
Psychology|, 57, 130-136.
http://dspace.vspu.edu.ua/bitstream /handle/123456789 /8544 /Pugach N
aukovi zapiski v57 2019-130-136.pdfPsequence=1&isAllowed=y

Shobonova, L., Chelnokova, E., Smirnova, V. Z., Bystrova, N., &Mukhina, M.
(2020). Management technology implementation of formation of legal
competence in higher education. International Journal of Management, 11(6),
752-760.
https://www.academia.edu/44760748 /Management Technology Implem
entation of Formation of Legal Competence in Higher Education

Spaak, T. (2009). Explicating the concept of legal competence.In J. C. Hage, & D.
von der Pfordten (Eds.), Concepts in law (pp.67-80). Springer.

Stezhko, Y., Grytsyk, N., Mykhailiuk, M., Tekliuk, H., Rusavska, O., & Beregova,
O. (2021). Distance learning for a foreign language in the postmodern age
and its forms. Postmodern Openings, 12(2), 339-353.
https://doi.org/10.18662/po/12.2/311

370


https://doi.org/10.18662/po/11.2/172
https://doi.org/10.18662/po/11.4/235
http://www.jcreview.com/fulltext/197-1580285670.pdf
http://www.methodolog.ru/books/mni.pdf
https://search.rsl.ru/ru/record/01001021587
http://dspace.vspu.edu.ua/bitstream/handle/123456789/8544/Pugach_Naukovi_zapiski_v57_2019-130-136.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://dspace.vspu.edu.ua/bitstream/handle/123456789/8544/Pugach_Naukovi_zapiski_v57_2019-130-136.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.academia.edu/44760748/Management_Technology_Implementation_of_Formation_of_Legal_Competence_in_Higher_Education
https://www.academia.edu/44760748/Management_Technology_Implementation_of_Formation_of_Legal_Competence_in_Higher_Education
https://doi.org/10.18662/po/12.2/311

Revista Romaneasci pentru December 2022
Educatie Multidimensionald Volume 14, Issue 4

Tesar, M., Gibbons, A., Arndt, S., & Hood, N. (2021). Postmodernism in
education. In G. Noblit (Ed.), Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Edncation.
https://doi.org/10.1093 /acrefore/9780190264093.013.1269

Umnyashova, L. B., & Egorov, L. A. (2019). Directions and forms of development
of legal culture of pedagogical employees. Psychology and Law, 9(1), 144-154.
https://psyjournals.ru/en/psvandlaw/2019/n1/97370.shtml

Vasyuk, O. (2011). Teoretyko-metodychni aspekty orhanizatsiyi dystantsiynoyi
osvity [Theoretical and methodical aspects of organizing distance learning].
Visnyk Knyzhkovoyi palaty [Bulletin of the Book Chamber], 2, 30-32.
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/vkp 2011 2 11

Wain, K. (2000). The learning society: postmodern politics. International Journal of
Lifelong Education, 19(1), 36-53. https://doi.org/10.1080/026013700293449

Wedemeyer, C. A. (1971). Independent study. In L. C. Deighton (Ed.), Encyclopedia
of Education IV (pp. 548-557). McMillan.

Whitton, N., & Langan, M. (2019). Fun and games in higher education: An analysis

of UK student perspectives. Teaching in Higher Education, 24(8), 1000-1013.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2018.1541885

371


https://doi.org/10.1093/acrefore/9780190264093.013.1269
https://psyjournals.ru/en/psyandlaw/2019/n1/97370.shtml
http://nbuv.gov.ua/UJRN/vkp_2011_2_11
https://doi.org/10.1080/026013700293449
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2018.1541885

